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LAMBS LANE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Year X Appeal – INSERT DATE 

	Name of Child
	


	Current School
	


	Catchment School(s)
	



	LEA
	Wokingham

	Allocated School
	


	Distance (Home - Aldergrove
	



	Distance (Home –Shinfield)
	



	Distance (Home – Grazeley)
	



	Waiting List Position
	


	Sibling
	


	Criterion Rank (by Lambs Lane)
	Distance




Comment from parent:

Proximity to residence: We appreciate that the parents wish to be closer to schools. However, we are not the closest school (see above). 
No evidence received of health conditions.
Supportive environment is mentioned, but our school is a mainstream setting, and the child has no additional needs.

Infant Class Size

Admissions authorities must not admit a child to an infant class where to do so would conflict with the requirement to comply with the infant class size limit of 30 pupils with a single teacher. Where the admission authority has refused admission on ‘infant class size prejudice grounds, an appeal panel can only offer a place to a chid where it is satisfied that either:
· The child would have been offered a place had the admission arrangements been properly implemented and/or
· The child would have been offered a place if the arrangements had not been contrary to mandatory provisions in the School Admissions Code and the SSFA 1998 and/or
· The decision to refuse admission was not one which a reasonable admission authority would make in the circumstances of the case. 
It is the expectation of the school, teachers, teachers’ unions, parents and LA that teaching key stage one will be maintained at the 30 pupils to one teacher infant class size ratios which will enable the school to best provide for the education of those children currently attending the school utilising efficiently the resources available. To comply with the ratio of one teacher to 30 pupils, the school would either have to consider mixed-age classes as a qualifying measure or create an additional class by using the dining hall as a classroom, creating many logistical and organisational problems. This would also require further building work to make this space appropriate for use as a dedicated classroom. The school would also need to employ an extra teacher and purchase all resources to support this class, resulting in a significant budget deficit. The need to reorganise would, in the school’s view, have an adverse impact on the delivery of the curriculum and quality of the provision at the school. 

Pupil needs and curriculum - EXAMPLE
The school serves a community with a significant number of pupils with EAL (34%) with English as an additional language who need additional targeted support to achieve to their full potential. This is a high percentage compared to some other schools in the area. 
The school has 13 pupils with education, health and care plans (EHCP) and 62 pupils who require additional SEN support. There is a heavy workload on staff in terms of assessment and planning to support these pupils and meet their individual education needs. In Year 1 there are 2 pupils with an EHCP and 5 other children who require additional SEN support. In addition, there are 15 pupils where English is not their first language. 
The school aims to provide a broad curriculum, including sports and music activities, to enrich the experience and stretch the expectations of its pupils. This provision would be constrained by overcrowding the present satisfactory accommodation. 
Admitting beyond the planned intake number would particularly prejudice the school’s ability to support the large number of pupils with individual needs. The school consistently has excellent standards achieved by pupils in the school, across all ability groups, but the Headteacher attributes this to the targeted support class teachers are able to provide within the current environment. Taking on additional pupils, in the school’s view, would have an adverse impact on the delivery of the curriculum, and make it more difficult to meet the needs of the school’s vulnerable pupils.   

Staff workload
Any increase in numbers will result in teaching staff having increased workload due to planning, continual pupil assessment to ensure expected progress is being met, parent evenings, and individual report writing, and will result in those children who require more assistance or challenge not receiving the attention that they may have received with numbers held at current levels. 

School Information 
Lambs Lane was originally a small village school on this site. Whilst the building has been enlarged over the years, the parking and traffic area was not. Unfortunately for the local residents and school community this has resulted in insufficient parking and daily congestion and problems entering the school site and surrounding roads. There are regular complaints from the local residents due to dangerous and inconsiderate parking. An increase above PAN could potentially add further congestion to the area.

The school’ admission number for year X is 30. To admit pupils in excess of this number would place restrictions on the ability of the headteacher and staff to implement the National Curriculum at the school and would restrict the overall quality and high standards of education which the school seeks to provide. 
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